THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION

the departure of a leave-train gave some idea of what
the Armistice was costing France. Porters specially
assigned to the job were bent double under the weight
of luggage.

With the German army of occupation, the Todt labour
service for war factories must be included. Members of
this corps wear a khaki uniform, and except for red arm-
lets bearing a swastika might be mistaken for French
troops.

In Paris eggs are no longer obtainable, but when they
were a German in a restaurant would often order a twelve-
egg omelet for himself. All fruit in the capital was
carried off by the Germans when they arrived. They ate
it greedily on the spot, which suggested to Paris that these
"green locusts" were hungry. I can remember a well-
known street which was literally carpeted with banana-
skins one evening. There are no longer any bananas in
France.

The Germans feign great affection for children. When
they meet them with their parents they pat them and
say: "Ah! at home I've got some little ones like that."
It is most touching, and it is effective propaganda. But
if they love children so much, why are they killing
them?

In Paris there are also some Italian officers and .even
more sailors. The latter look like so many clowns because
of their ludicrous berets. Between the Germans and
Italians there is no contact, and the Germans show con-
tempt for their allies. The Italians know it, and fights
between members of the two forces are common.

The soldiers of the Reich do not always live together
in harmony either, and brawls are frequent after political
arguments. When the French learned of the first killings
of German soldiers, in reprisal for which so many innocent
hostages were slaughtered, they questioned whether their
enemies were not liquidating personal quarrels and using
this as an excuse for further repression. At the time of
the first attempt against a German, on the Boulevard
Barbte, I was given to understand that the victim, a naval
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